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of the abortive Feb- MEDIA QEEDEIATEE LTD.

ruary 13 coup, were
executed in Lagos on
Saturday. :

They were among se-
ven people who were
executed by firing
squad for their part in
the coup attempt.
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sonment while
and Lt -Col. J. 5. Madugo

sentences of len

trial, 58 wire by
the military. tribunal.

On March 11 this year, 22
coup potters including  the

condemned Federal Commissio-
ner for Defence, Major-Gengral
I. D, Bisalla, were executed by
nring squad for Lheir part in
the abortive coup in which the
lormer af State, General
Murtala Muhammed and other
Army personnel wore murder
e,

saturday’s execution brings
to 39, the number of coup plot-
tera 2o far executed. But the
government made it clear that
further investigations as might
be peceszary infto the abortive
coup would sontinge,

¥, B. Qamwell
Beaue Plulcau Sinie
ieis fecing the firing squad,

dismissed Milliery Governar o

-— one of the condemuned coup plod

NATION

THE Head of State, Li-Gene-
ril Qlusegun Obasnjo, at the
weekend made g special broad-
cast to the oation.

The full text of the head of
slate’'s broadesst reads:

“The Supreme Military Coun:
¢ll has been meeting to consi
der, among other things the
conclusiopns of the Military

try those involved in the abor-
tive eoup of February 13, The
council has confirmed the sén-
tences passed by the tribunal.
Those condemnid to death by
firing squad hawve been execu-
fied today,

“These include Lt-Coal. B, 5.
Dimks and Mr, J. D. Gomwallk,
two of the principal actors of
the abortive coup, With these
execitiond and the other zen-
tenees confirmed we have now
substantially disposed of the
major issues arising from the
eoup attempd,

ot me assure the nation
that throughoot the investiga-
tions, scrupulous cofforts were
made to ensure that all those
seensed were fully heard and gi-
wven & fair trial. Indeed, it was

of this refusal, we have resisted
the expediency of trying him in
ahzentinl becanse of our helisf
that he should be given a chan-
ce to be fully heard and fairly
tried.

“We have similarly assured
the British Government of Yao-
knbu Gowon's safety and justi-
o, These assurances were per-
sonally conveyed by the Come
missioner for External Affairs.
Believing in the strength of the
relationship that existed bet.
ween our two comntries and
peoples, we had requested the
Britizsh Government to facilit te
Yakubii Gowon's peturn to Nige-

T1d.
“The British Prime Minister,

through a message brought by
his Minister of State for Foreign

) e -
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All the seven condemmed coup plotters being shot by the firing squad.

Affairs, has now informed us of
the declzlon of his government
not to grant this reguest. We
have made it clear to the Bri-
tish Government that any coun-
try which harbours Yakubg Go-
won, or for that matier, Daoda
Usman or Clement Yildar, is
commifting an unfriendly act
iowards the pPovernment =nd
people of Nigeria,

“In the meantime, the Supre
me Military Council has decided
to dismizs Yakubu Gowon from
the Migerian Army. Ha ' wdll
from now on be treated s a
wanted person to face the alle-
galions against him any time he
gets foot on Nigerian soil. Dag-
da Usman a&and Clement Yildar
have also been dismizsed from
the army.

“February 13, 1978 was atra-
gle day for all of us. Mo one
should be in doobt about the
unmitigated disaster apnd un-
paralleled  bloadshed which
would have ensued had
coup of
We mourned

With the tragedy behind us
wo ghanld now  purshae with
determination and vigowr, owr
declared policies and program-

ghall not econdone corroption.
We shall not allow inefficlen-
cy or improper condoet om
the part of any public officer,

“Thiz administration will nat
he diveried from [tz chosen
course. Ours s a responsive
administration. Those who have
grnuine grievances or oom-
plaints should use the establi-
shed chanmels to secure Tedress.
But anyone who takes the law
info his hand: will henceforth
have himself to blame. The
Federal DMilitary Government
will continue o0 ensure
the smooth runolog of
all our essential services,
This {a & time for saerifica
oot Intransigence. We shsall ot
allow selfish elements or those
Who appear bent on  breaching
the solidarity between the go-
vernment and the people of this
our great country to unieash in
duostrial, student economis and

other [ormas of onrest
“We shall - bo severe in  our
iInaling 1-'Fl_r.r. forelgn @and Nige
CLil DrGE D] who (v 1o
ginndl Lo (e way HIr pealiey
e aur economy nnd impre-
e the lol of (he ordipary and
aprived cilizenry of (his coun

try.

“1 expect every public officer
indeed, every Nigerian to mea-
sure up to a high degres of ef.
ficiency, integrity and moral rec-
titude. The purge of the public
service of undesirable slements
was pndertaken to  revitalise
the service. This objective has
not been fully achieved. Those
that are diligent and honoest in
their work need not fear. In-
deed they would be rewsrded.
But those who coniinue to be
indolent, inefficient or corrupt
will be removed. These stan-
dards are set not only for po-
blic servants but for all Nige

Tisns

“Our cxperience &0 far has
shown the need to heighten our
sense of civic respomsibility
and vigilance. This 8 your na-
tion; it belongs to all of us, If
we allow it o be , mach
one of us will be .

“This administration believas
in the capacity of Nigerians to
make ours a greater ecountry
where soclal  and  economic
justice, politieal fresdom and
the rule of law prevail We are
dedicated to the pursuit of this
goal. T am therefore calling on
evervone of you to rise to the
challenge. “Good night™
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